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Side Streets off the Church Street Corridor, Burlin ~ gton, VT

Project Committee

Community and Economic Development — Kirsten Merriman Shapiro
Department of Public Works — Carol Duncan, Dan Bradley, Erin Demers
Stantec — Greg Edwards, Patrick McLean

Julie Moir Messervy Design Studio — Julie Moir Messervy

Meeting Purpose

o Describe process.

 Provide Purpose and Need.

* Present project plan and alternatives.

» Consensus of project direction and clarity of alternatives.
» Solicit comments in moving forward.
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Project Development Process

» Collected and reviewed existing information.

e Conducted Local Concerns meeting June 26th.

» Identified issues and established project purpose and needs.
* |dentified potential alternatives.

« Evaluated alternatives.

 Prepared to move project to a preferred plan.
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Project Purpose

 To keep the Burlington Downtown a safe, healthy and vit  al place for the
community.

 Expand the look and feel of the Marketplace beyond the limits of Church Street.

« Explore options to the transportation and aesthetic enhance ~ ments along the
side streets adjacent to Church Street. Encourage opportunities for alternate
modes of transportation.

 Elements of the Marketplace such as lighting, widened sidewalks, signage,
public art, curbing, wayfinding, improved paved sur faces, dralnage
Improved signalization and upgrades to subsurface s ystems to be added to
the side streets.

 The Church Street Marketplace, Downtown and Waterfront will be economically
strengthened through continued public improvements and private
investments .

« The infrastructure improvements will use environmentally best practices and
strive for sustainability
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Project Needs

* Improve intersection safety  with greater control and geometry improvements.
 Maximize available parking and sidewalk  space for expanded uses.

« Consideration will be given to improvements that can be well maintained and
managed .

* Link downtown visually through design, art and signage to the waterfront .

 Enhance the community , rehabilitate the built environment and improve
residents, workers, visitors and tourists access to goods, services and or jobs.
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Key Directives from previous Local
Concerns Meeting

 Pedestrian Issues
o Streetscape Issues

e Traffic Issues
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Key Pedestrian Concerns and Directives

 Lower Church Street: Expand sidewalk width, encourage
outdoor dining and accommodate pedestrian flow. Enhance
streetscape appeal to attract walking traffic.

* Develop clean, uniform sidewalk surfaces

e Increase timing at crosswalks : Along South Winooski, provide a
countdown system, flashing warning or other detectable device

 Expand Church Street experience to the side street but in
moderation and design.
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Key Streetscape Concerns and Directives

 Lower Church Street : Enhance streetscape appeal to attract
walking traffic .

 Transit Center Relocation : Opportunity to expand streetscape
and Burlington Town Center facade.

* Provide streetscape that is maintainable , trees have hard time
In grates.

 Provide connections to waterfront
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Key Traffic Concerns and Directives

 Lower Church Street: Consider a designated delivery space
and times.

« Wayfinding to off-street parking : The garages are available,
but users need interactive signage letting them know if there’s
vacancy.

 Immediate Needs: Slow traffic, more bike parking than tying to
trees.

* Improve Circulation: Reorient traffic flow to one-way and
diagonal parking on one side at St. Paul and at Lower Church
Street
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Project Area and
Existing Conditions

Entry Points and Gateways
Conduit Areas

Traffic Movements
Pedestrian Corridors
Streetscape Needs

Travel Market
Live, Work Downtown
Shopping and Entertainment
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Principal Design Strategies

Design Considerations and Examples:
» Create clear walking paths for pedestrians.
» Continue the use of covered walkways where possible.

 Encourage continued use of marked gathering places along the
sidewalks.

» Construct “bulb-outs” to distinguish roadbed and parking areas from
pedestrian circulation.

» Utilize median strips between the traffic lanes.

« Use circles and curves to distinguish side streets from Church Street.
* Lure pedestrians with a “trail of bread crumbs”.

e Attract pedestrians with dynamic focal points.

» Use design themes that relate to Burlington’s special features.
 Choose sustainable materials wherever possible.
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Principal Design Strategies

« Create clear walking
paths for pedestrians
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Principal Design Strategies

e Continue the use of covered
walkways where possible



Side Streets off the Church Street Corridor, Burlin ~ gton, VT

Principal Design Strategies

 Encourage continued use of
marked gathering places along
the sidewalks
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Principal Design Strategies

e Construct “bulb-outs” to
distinguish roadbed and parking
areas from pedestrian circulation
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Principal Design Strategies

» Utilize median strips between the
traffic lanes
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Principal Design Strategies

e Use circles and curves to
distinguish side streets from
Church Street
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Principal Design Strategies

* Lure pedestrians with a “trail of
bread crumbs”
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Principal Design Strategies

o Attract pedestrians with dynamic
focal points
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Principal Design Strategies

* Use design themes that
relate to Burlington’s
special features
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Principal Design Strategies
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Principal Design Strategies

e Choose sustainable
materials wherever
possible
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Project Plan Alternatives

e Alternative A — Maintenance and Repair Improvements

e Alternative B — Influential Improvements

e Alternative C — Most Significant Improvements
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Alternatives Evaluation

Alternatives Maintenance and Influential Most Significant
Repair Improvements Improvements
Total Costs $ $$ $$$
Purpose & Need
Intersection safety Improved Some Greatly Improved
Improvement
Maximize available parking and sidewalks Improved Some Greatly Improved
Improvement
Linkage to waterfront Maintained Improved Greatly Improved
Community enhancement Maintained Improved Greatly Improved
Impacts Minimal Some Greater
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Project Plan Alternatives

Alternative A — Maintenance and Repair Improvements
« Sidewalk and curb upgrade and repair

e Overlay pavement where needed

 Drainage repair

 Upgrade crossing signals to ADA compliance

« Traffic signal timing adjustment

e Street tree and lighting replacements

« Wayfinding

* Improvements to bike transportation (more bike parking, prohibit using
trees, insure drain grates openings are narrow and flush to pavement)

« Use recycled products
* Regulate trash pick-up (designated areas and times)
e Slow speeds to 20 mph
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Project Plan Alternatives

Alternative B — Influential Improvements

» Install bulb-outs at key intersections (wmv1)

 Cold plane pavement and overlay

 New catchbasins (with narrow openings and flush to pavement where needed)
 New bus shelter along S. Winooski

* New “countdown” crossing signals, pavement and new ramps
 New mid-block crossing at Main Street (wmv2)

 Lower Church Street and St. Paul re-configuration and improvement
« Additional lighting

* Improvements to bike transportation (more bike parking)

* On-street parking using kiosk payment

» Extended plantings

« Consistent sidewalk pavement and widths at key areas

» Better trash pick-up and delivery areas

 More amenities and furnishings using recycled products
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Project Plan Alternatives

Alternative C — Most Significant Improvements
» Install bulb-outs at other pedestrian crossings
» Reconstruct roadway (including underground drainage)

* Relocate transit terminal off-site (re-orient bus travel to Pearl, College and Main
Street corridors and provide covered stops)

« Expand bus drop-off along S. Winooski

» Center Street re-alignment

* Provide consistent lighting standards

» Develop parking management plan (remove on-street parking lines, kiosk payment)
 New center medians

» Consistent sidewalk pavement and widths at other areas

* Provide vegetative stormwater facility (in the ROW with landscape)

» Gateways, visual waterfront linkages

« Extended plantings

e Additional amenities and furnishings (wmv3).
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Next Steps

Seek, consider and address public comments.

Further discuss alternatives in detail.

Summarize significant results.

Develop a preferred plan.



Side Streets off the Church Street Corridor, Burlin ~ gton, VT

Follow-up

« Comments accepted through Friday, November 16, 2007 to:
Kirsten Merriman, Community and Economic Development
kmerriman@ci.burlington.vt.us, subject: side streets

o Patrick McLean, ASLA, Stantec
patrick.mclean@stantec.com, subject: side streets

* Project information at: www.cedoburlington.org




